
Saint Joan of Arc 
 

St. Joan of Arc lived during the fifteenth century 
in France.  Her parents were peasants, so Joan 
had very few advantages in life.  She lived 
during the Hundred Years’ War when England 
and France were fighting to gain territory from 
each other.  Most of the soldiers fighting in this 
war were mature men who were connected to 
royalty as knights or vassals.  

One day Joan was visited by an angel who 
sang to her and told her about the trouble that 
France was in and how she could help.  Joan told 
everyone about her vision and most people 
disregarded what she said because she was just a 
young woman of no importance.  Even when the 
people insisted that what Joan said was vain and 
immoral, she insisted that God had sent her on 
this mission.   

Some of the families of the village gave 
Joan enough money to go to see the king.  King 
Charles VII listened to Joan and, after consulting with his nobles, they decided that they 
would allow Joan to lead the army into battle at Orleans.  On the back of a warhorse, St. Joan 
led the army into battle with a sword in one hand and a banner in the other.    

During the battle Joan was taken off the battlefield after she was slightly wounded.  
The other soldiers assumed that they had lost the battle as they had lost so many others, so 
they began to retreat.  Joan told the men to rest a little and then led them back into battle 
where they defeated the enemy.   

Her army had more victories during the Hundred Years’ War.  Joan thought that her 
work as finished when she saw Charles crowned king of all the territories that her army had 
regained for France, but the king wanted her to continue fighting.  Since Joan was no longer 
hearing the angelic voices that guided her in the fighting previously, Joan was afraid when 
she went into battle.  She was captured by the Duke of Burgundy and sold to the English for a 
great sum.  The English tried her and sentenced her to burn at the stake when she was 
convicted of the crime of sorcery.  The English tied Joan to a stake and lit a fire around her.  
She died uttering the word “Jesus.”  Her feast day is May 30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


