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Saint Roselina of Villeneuve 
 
St. Roseline (Roselina) of Villeneuve was a Carthusian nun 
who performed many miracles throughout her life through 
prayer, and was always earnest and devoted to God.  
Roseline was born in des Arcs village in Provence, France in 
1263.  By the time she was a teenager, she wanted to 
dedicate her life to God and enter a convent, but her father 
disapproved.  He forbade her to serve the poor as she had 
been doing, so Roseline’s only choice was to sneak out of the 
castle to help the hungry peasants.  On one of her excursions 
to bring bread to the beggars, her father appeared as she was 
heading out.  He asked her what she was carrying, but when 

she opened her apron, roses spilled out.   
This convinced Roseline’s parents to let her go into a convent.  At age thirteen she 

entered the Carthusian order, a strict order based on seclusion so as to connect with God.  
Carthusians spend most of their time praying in their cells, emerging to eat and attend 
Mass, focusing on contemplation and a rigid schedule.  She tried hard but was distracted 
often.  Once she was supposed to be making dinner but she forgot in the midst of praying, 
angels descended and made dinner for her.  Roseline took her vows in 1288, and two 
years later she became the prioress of the abbey at Celle-Roubaud.  She had visions and 
performed miracles throughout her life, and died peacefully in 1329.  Roseline saved her 
brother in the Crusades.  Some versions say she was alive when Helion saw a vision of 
her that delivered him safely home.  Others claim he prayed to her when she was dead 
and the enemy retreated.  Her tomb is now in a vineyard named for her. 
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