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Saint Maximilian Kolbe   
 
Maximilian was born in 1894 in Poland.  His original name 
was Raymond, but he was given the name Maximilian at his 
ordination to the Church.  The way he formed his life that, 
before he became a priest, he prayed to Mary for guidance. 
She appeared before him and gave him two crowns, red and 
white – the white one for chastity, and the red was for 
martyrdom.  White meant he was to become a priest, and red 
that he was to die for something.  What is really interesting 
is that all martyrs before him and many afterward were 
martyrs for the faith, meaning that they were killed because 
they were Catholic.  Maximilian died for charity.  

On September 17, 1939 Maximilian Kolbe was arrested.  A specific reason is 
unknown, but at the time Kolbe had been putting out a newspaper, and most likely he 
said something the Nazis hadn’t liked so he was arrested and held until December.  For 
the next 14 months, he helped the injured, prayed for the departed, and in general took 
care of about 2,000 Jews.  He was arrested for a second time in February 1941, when he 
did not come back.  Kolbe had been sent to Auschwitz.   
 Auschwitz was one of the major concentration camps the Nazis had.  By the time 
Kolbe arrived, the Nazis had perfected many of their death devices.  At random the 

prisoners were chosen in groups of ten to be 
killed by lethal injection.  But Maximilian 
Kolbe chose his death, no one forced him.  
 Francis Gajowniczek had a wife and 
children outside of Auschwitz.  When the 
guards called his name to die, he begged them 
to spare him for the sake of his family.  They 
were unmoved.  Francis was to die.  But then, 
nothing short of a miracle happened.  
Kindness and charity flowed into Maximilian 
Kolbe, and he volunteered to take the man’s 
place.  Maximilian Kolbe was killed in this 
act of service, and he is remembered as a 
martyr of charity.   
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