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Saint Martha  
 
St. Martha was born in the first century in Bethany, near 
Jerusalem.  She lived with her sister Mary and her brother 
Lazarus.  The feast of St. Martha is celebrated on July 29.  
Two major events changed her life.  
 One day Jesus visited Martha’s home and she was 
worried about all the preparations that had to be done in 
order to present a meal for Jesus and his disciples.  Her sister 
Mary did not seem interested in helping Martha with the 
preparations but instead simply sat at the feet of Jesus as he 
talked.  Martha was upset and did not think this was fair.  So Martha went to Jesus and 
said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left all the work to me?  Tell her to help me 
with the preparations.” 
 But Jesus responded, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many 
things, but only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be 
taken away from her.”  Then Martha realized that listening to Jesus was more important 
than cooking a big meal.  
 Another time Martha and Mary’s brother Lazarus became deathly ill and they sent 
a messenger to Jesus asking him to come and make Lazarus well again.  But Jesus was 
far away from Bethany and Lazarus died before he could return.  When they heard that 
Jesus was finally coming into Bethany, Martha went out to meet Jesus.  When she found 
Jesus she chided him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But 

I know that even now, God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.”  Martha had great 
faith that Jesus could still help her brother.   

Jesus began to weep when he arrived at 
the tomb. “Take the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb,” he ordered.  Martha 
warned Jesus that there would be a terrible 
smell, but she watched as the disciples rolled the 
stone away from the entrance to the tomb.  Jesus 
prayed and then called out to Lazarus and he 
walked out of the tomb. 
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