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Saint Joseph Calasanz 
 
St. Joseph of Calasanz was the youngest of five children to Don 
Pedro Calasanz and Donna Maria Gastonia in 1556.  His brother 
and mother both died while he was in school but he still managed 
to earn degrees in theology and canon law.  His father had hoped 
that he would become a soldier and marry someone so the family 
name would continue.  Joseph became very ill and during his 
recovery, he realized that the religious life was his true calling.   
 Joseph gave away most of his possessions and moved to 
Rome.  He became interested in the education of children, especially for those children 
who were denied a chance to be educated because of their financial situations.  Many 
children were orphaned and homeless and teachers generally refused to work with them 
unless they could find a sponsor to pay their school fees. Joseph’s solution to this 
problem was to open his own school for the orphans and the homeless children.  A couple 
of his priest friends worked at the school with Joseph.  The school grew rapidly and soon 
Joseph was supervising many teachers and hundreds of students.  The people who 
worked at this school began to be recognized as a religious community called Le Scialle 
Pie.  Joseph was elected to the position of head of the order. 
 The order received negative attention because of Joseph’s friendship with Galileo.  
The Church began to lose confidence in Joseph’s order and his schools.  The government 
did not trust Joseph and many people who had supported his schools stopped giving 
Joseph their financial support.  Even members of the order lost trust in Joseph and elected 

a new head for the order.  Joseph was heartbroken when the 
new head of the order accused him of incompetence. 
Eventually, the new head of the order fell into disfavor with 
the members of the order and Joseph was elected their leader 
again.  Unfortunately, people no longer trusted and supported 
him as they had and the order was soon dissolved by the pope.  
Joseph continued to help the poor as much as he could without 
the support of his order.    
 St. Joseph of Calasanz died in 1648 and was canonized 
in 1767.  He is the patron of colleges, school children, schools 
for the poor, students and universities.  His feast day is August 
27 and he is honored because he helped the poor. 
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