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Saint Blaise 
 
St. Blaise was a physician and bishop of Sebaste, 
Armenia.  He lived in a cave on Mount Argus where he 
healed many people and animals that came to him seeking 
assistance at all hours of the day and night.  Blaise always 
made sure he had many hours to pray each day.  When 
Agricola, the governor of Cappadocia, came to the cave 
looking for Christians, Blaise was at prayer, so he was 
arrested.  Agricola tried to get Blaise to give up his 
beliefs.  When Blaise refused, he was thrown in jail.   
 Many other prisoners had serious wounds, 
sicknesses or broken bones which Blaise set about to 
cure.  Blaise made friends with all of the people in prison 
including a young mother and her small child.  When the 
child swallowed a bone in the fish the prisoners were 
served as their meager meal, Blaise put his hand on the 
throat of the choking child and concentrated all his 
prayers on the child and his mother.  Suddenly, the child coughed and the bone came 
flying out.  When the woman thanked Blaise, he told her that it was the will of God that 
had saved her child.   
 The next day guards dragged Blaise out of the prison ad took him to a lake where 
they planned to drown him.  The guards rowed Blaise to the middle of the lake and threw 
him into the water.  Instead of drowning, he rose up out of the water and walked upon the 
surface.  The people on shore began to riot and Blaise challenged them to test the power 
of their gods and the people raced into the freezing water.  But as soon as they got into 
deep water, the people all drowned.  As soon as Blaise returned to the shore, he was 
seized and beheaded.  St. Blaise is the patron saint of throat diseases, veterinarians, and 
wool combers and his feast day is February 3.                              Image: http://www.marypages.com/StBlasius.jpg  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


