
 

 

Saint Martin of Tours 
 

St. Martin lived in the 4th century.  At the age of 15 he 
followed his father into the Roman army, where he became a 
cavalry officer and a bodyguard to the emperor.  One very 
cold winter day, Martin encountered on the road a poor man 
who was shivering and only half dressed.  As he had nothing 
more to give the man, Martin pulled out his sword and 
divided his cloak into two parts, giving half to the poor man. 
That night Martin saw in his dreams that Jesus Christ was 
dressed in the half-cloak that he had given to the poor man, 
and he heard Jesus say: “Martin, today you covered me with 
your cloak.”  

Martin studied the Christian faith as a teenager and 
was baptized at age 18.  He was put in jail for refusing to 
fight, but the battle he was supposed to fight in never 
happened because peace terms were reached.  He was 
released from the military and went to study with St. Hilary 
in Gaul (now France).   

Martin later became a monk and a hermit.  Once when 
he was on his way to visit his parents, he was robbed by thieves.  He managed to convert one 
of the thieves to become a Christian.  Martin often spoke out against heretics. Local pagans 
tried to confuse Martin by dressing up as the Roman gods and visiting him at night.   
 Because he was known to be a holy man, Martin was thought to be a candidate to be 
the Bishop of Tours.  But Martin didn’t think he was worthy and he wanted to remain a 
simple monk.  Many stories show hard he tried to avoid becoming bishop.  One story says 
that he hid in a goose barn to avoid being anointed as the bishop, but the geese started 
honking and they gave him away.  Another story says he was lured back to Tours by a friend 
who asked Martin to visit his dying wife, who turned out to be not sick at all.  Martin finally 
accepted that this was what God wanted him to do, and he agreed to become the bishop.  
 St. Martin is the patron saint of soldiers and beggars.  His feast day is November 11, 
which is now also celebrated as Veterans Day in the U.S.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


