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January, 2018

Dear Confirmation Parents/Guardians and Candidates,

The day for Confirmation is very close.  On behalf of Monsignor Jim Kaczorowski, our Pastor, 
all our dedicated catechists, and myself, we send you our friendship, congratulations, and 
prayers.  We thank you for all the work and thought that you have put into the preparation to 
receive this Sacrament. 

Here are some important reminders and instructions that will be very helpful to you.  

CLASS: Monday, January 22nd, 2018, 6:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for all candidates.  

CONFIRMATION RETREAT II: Friday, January 19th, 2018 from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m   
The retreat will begin at the Voss Parish Center (upstairs from the Lower Voss).  However, pick-
up is at 8:30 p.m. at the church, 2330 W. Sunnyside Ave.  Please make every effort to arrive on 
time so we can start as scheduled.  Candidates should bring the book, journal, bible and 
folder as usual.  The retreat will include the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Service hours or 
other late assignments must be turned in at the retreat. 

          ** FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE MISSED EITHER RETREAT ** 
SPIRIT DAY RETREAT: Please save the date to attend a make-up retreat from 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturday, February 3rd, 2018 at Our Lady of Mercy Church, 4432 N. Troy St.  Please 
notify me of your t-shirt size by Sunday, January 21st.               This does not apply to you.

CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL: Thursday, January 25th, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church, 2330 W. Sunnyside Ave.  Confirmation candidates and Sponsors should come directly to 
the church.  Please plan to arrive by 6:45 p.m.  You will be directed where to sit, and the 
candidate’s name will be on the end of your assigned pew.  If it is impossible for the Sponsor(s) 
to make this practice, a parent should stand in for the Sponsor(s) during the practice.  It is very 
important that all candidates attend.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Saturday, January 27th, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. in 
Queen of Angels Catholic Church, 2330 W. Sunnyside Ave.  Bishop Joseph Perry will confer the 
sacrament. 

 ARRIVAL TIME, PLACE, AND SEATING: 
Those to be confirmed and their Sponsors should be in the church by 12:30 p.m.  
Upon arrival at the assigned pew, the candidates and his or her Sponsor(s) will receive 
nametags.  Nametags should be pinned on the right shoulder. All other family members 
and guests should also be in place no later than 12:45 p.m.  
Each family will have a reserved half pew.  The pew will have a card with the 
candidate’s name on it.  The person to be confirmed sits at the aisle end of the pew with 
his or her Sponsor(s) directly next to them.  After the person to be confirmed and 
Sponsor(s), other guests such as parents or siblings can also be seated in that pew.  Any 
guests who will not fit comfortably in the assigned pew can sit anywhere in the far 
side pews or the back half of the church.  Please invite all your loved ones!

 HOW TO DRESS:
Young women to be confirmed: A church-appropriate dress, skirt or nice slacks with a 
dressy blouse or sweater.  Appropriate, non-patterned hosiery should also be worn.  This
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is an important event, but it is not a semi-formal dance.  (Strapless or spaghetti strap 
dresses are NOT appropriate.)  No jeans, gym shoes or hooded sweatshirts! A cardigan or 
dressy sweater would be welcome. 
Young men to be confirmed: Dress slacks, dress shirt and church-appropriate necktie.  
No jeans, gym shoes or hooded sweatshirts!  A suit coat, sport coat, or sweater would be 
welcome. Hats should be removed upon entering the church.  
Sponsors: Since the Sponsor(s) will be standing before the Bishop and will be part of the 
candidates’ formal presentation to the church community, please ask Sponsors to observe 
much the same dress code that candidates follow. 

 AT THE END OF THE CONFIRMATION MASS: At the end of the 
Confirmation liturgy, Bishop Perry and Monsignor Kaczorowski will lead those who 
were confirmed down the aisle and to the church basement.  After the closing song, 
Sponsors, family, and other guests are invited to join the newly confirmed downstairs for 
light refreshments. No one except the candidates should leave their pews until after the 
closing song. 
The Confirmation Mass usually lasts for an hour and a half to two hours.  Families may 
wish to make plans for parties at home or in a restaurant at the end of the Confirmation 
Mass.  Please plan to stay at the Bishop’s Reception for at least half an hour, long 
enough to take pictures with the Bishop and get a bite to eat.   

 PHOTOS DURING MASS: NO still or video photography is permitted during the 
Confirmation Mass.  After the Mass, Bishop Perry will be available at the far end of the 
church basement to greet families and for still photos or short videos.

 CONFIRMATION GIFT ENVELOPES: Families will receive two Confirmation 
gift envelopes at the rehearsal on January 25th.  One envelope is to be used by the family, 
including a contribution from the young person being confirmed, and the second 
envelope is to be used by the Sponsor(s). The suggested minimum donation for each 
envelope is $25.00.

Part of this gift will go to Queen of Angels Parish.  The other portion of this gift is given 
to the Bishop who uses it for the charitable works that he is expected to support as part of 
the responsibilities of his office.  Please bring these envelopes with you to the 
Confirmation Mass, where they should be put in the collection basket during Mass.  
We thank you for your offering. 

Finally, to the young people being confirmed: You may wish to write a letter of thanks, or 
consider making some small gift, to your parents, godparents and Sponsor(s).  They have done a 
great deal to raise you in the Catholic faith and help you to prepare for this prayerful day.  This is 
a wonderful way and a most appropriate day to show your gratitude to your parents and sponsor.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via the parish office at 773-539-7510 or 
rhohner@queenofangelschicago.org.  Once again, our prayers and best wishes to you all. 

God bless, 

Ms. Rachel Hohner
Coordinator of Religious Education


