
 
This Saturday we’ll be at… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• DO NOT register on your own.  The event is paid for through your $100 Confirmation Fee.   
• PERMISSION FORMS were DUE at Confirmation Class on October 1, 2018.   
• Parents, please note the meeting & pick-up TIMES.  They're different each day.   
• PACK A LUNCH.  Bring something you will eat.  Please include a drink, a reusable water 

bottle, and a SNACK or two.  It will be a long day and we need to keep our energy up!      
• Optional: Small amounts of cash for: 

• Donation for the collection during Mass at the retreat. This helps other people 
experience the retreat in the future.  

• Spending money for vendor booths (musician & retreat merchandise).  
• Food concessions, though choices are very limited and lines will be long if you choose 

to buy a snack or drink.   
• CLOTHING should be casual but church-appropriate.   Come prepared for the weather.   
• BUS TRANSPORTATION will be provided by A&B Bus Service, to and from Queen of Angels.   
• If you know your child has a SCHEDULE CONFLICT for the day, even a potential one, please 

contact Ms. Hohner immediately at rhohner@queenofangelschicago.org or 773-539-7510.  
There is some ability to arrive late or leave early if needed, though parents will need to pick 
up or drop off youth at UIC Pavilion.  Organizers will not permit youth to leave on their own.             

 

Students at Q of A School 
Confirmation “Track B” Schedule 

Friday, October 26 
 

7:30 a.m. meet (bus arrives by 7:45)  
Queen of Angels Parking Lot 

by 9 a.m. bus arrives at UIC Pavilion 
 

3:15 p.m. bus departs UIC Pavilion 
4 p.m. pick-up from bus  

Queen of Angels Parking Lot 

CPS & Private School Students 
Confirmation “Track A” Schedule 

Saturday, October 27 
 

8 a.m. meet the bus 
Queen of Angels Parking Lot 

8:45 a.m. bus arrives at UIC Pavilion 
 

2:45 p.m. bus departs from UIC Pavilion  
3:30 p.m. pick-up from bus 

Queen of Angels Parking Lot 

An Exciting and Interactive 
Confirmation Retreat! 

 

Holy Fire @ UIC Pavilion  
525 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL  60607 

 

Featuring Great Presentations,  
Music & Activities Guided By:  

Paul J. Kim 
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers 

Noelle Garcia 
Josh Blakesley Band 

and Mass with Cardinal Blase Cupich 
 

Learn more & see the teaser video at 
www.nfcym.org/holyfirechicago 

 
 



A Comment on Safety/Security Concerns at Holy Fire Chicago 
from the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 
NFCYM understands that parents and leaders wish to know about security issues 
surrounding the Holy Fire-Chicago event. Sadly, we have encountered this same concern 
numerous times over the years whenever one of our large national events has come on the 
heels of a national tragedy like this one. As a result, many of our event protocols and 
policies have been formulated with the safety and security of our attendees foremost in 
our minds. Here are a few to highlights: 

• Security experts we have consulted agree that our events, while seemingly large to 
those of us in the Catholic Church, are not the easy, large, high profile targets that 
terrorists would target, especially since they are closed/indoor events. 

• Security consultants recommend that safety/security protocols not be placed on 
public websites to not offer more information to anyone who might use it for 
nefarious purposes. This information is provided to Group Leaders who can then 
can disseminate it only to those who should receive it. 

• Our events are inside an enclosed arena that can only be accessed by those with 
credentials (in the case of Holy Fire, tickets purchased through our online store).  

• Groups assemble outside and walk in together holding their tickets, entering 
through guarded turnstiles so we are assured that no one without a ticket is inside 
the Pavilion.  

• Backpacks will be checked/inspected on anyone not with a group (such as a lone 
adult, as no youth would be allowed to enter without being connected to a group).  

• Once groups enter, no youth are allowed outside the Arena until dismissal and 
UIC security will be on hand to assist groups crossing the street (Harrison) to get 
to parked buses. 

• There is a staffed first aid area in the Pavilion. 
• We will have “Hall Monitors” present patrolling through the Pavilion concourses 

and acting in a supervisory role throughout the day. 
• All groups follow their own diocesan or parish/school chaperone/supervision 

policies and ratios so it is also a good idea to communicate these to parents as 
well. 

• In the case of an emergency where all are required to evacuate the Pavilion, have 
your group meet up in Parking Lot 1 A/B by your bus(es), or if no bus is present, 
in an open area in Lot 1 A/B where your group members can see and find you.  

While no one can ever guarantee that “nothing will ever happen”, our experience at doing 
these large, national events has provided us with a good sense of what is reasonably 
necessary and appropriate to keep our children safe and secure and we hope you will 
agree.  Thank you! 
 


