
FIRST READING 
 
A. Isaiah 11:1-4: Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a 
bud shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: a spirit 
of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, 
a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord, and his delight shall be 
the fear of the Lord. Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by 
hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and 
decide aright for the land’s afflicted.  He shall strike the ruthless with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the 
wicked.  

 
B. Isaiah 61:1-3, 6, 8-9: Anointed as Ministers of God  

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly; to 
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release 
to the prisoners; to announce a year of favor from the Lord and a day 
of vindication by our God, to comfort all who mourn; to place on 
those who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of ashes; to give them oil 
of gladness in place of mourning, a glorious mantle instead of a 
listless spirit.  They will be called oaks of justice, planted by the Lord 
to show his glory. You yourselves shall be named priests of the Lord, 
ministers of our God you shall be called. You shall eat the wealth of 
the nations and boast of riches from them. For I, the Lord, love what 
is right; I hate robbery and injustice.  I will give them their 
recompense faithfully, a lasting covenant I will make with them.  
Their descendants shall be renowned among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 
them as a race the Lord has blessed.  

 
C. Ezekiel 36:24-28: A New Spirit Within You 

For I will take you away from among the nations, gather you from all 
the foreign lands, and bring you back to your own land.  I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse you from all your 
impurities, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  I will give you 
a new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your 
bodies your stony hearts and giving you natural hearts. I will put my 
spirit within you and make you live by my statutes, careful to 
observe my decrees. You shall live in the land I gave your fathers; 
you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  



SECOND READING 
 
D. Acts of the Apostles 1:3-8: Baptized with the Holy Spirit 

Jesus presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had 
suffered, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. While meeting with them, he enjoined them not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the promise of the Father 
about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” When 
they had gathered together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He answered them, “It 
is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has 
established by his own authority. But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

 
E.  Romans 8:14-17: You Received a Spirit of Adoption 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, “Abba, Father!”  
The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 
with him.  

 
F. Ephesians 4:1-6: Live in a Manner Worthy of the Call  

I, then, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in a manner worthy 
of the call you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another through love, striving to preserve 
the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace: one body and one 
Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.  

 


